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times a glow would come into his words that shot like
a jet of blood into his formal periods, and then he
swept his youthful hearers far away from the world of
every day, out of the tedious reality into his own world
of romantic fancy.

A quarter of a century later, when Gustav Strese-
mann was already chairman of a turbulent political
party, the confidence in the gift he shared with the old
troubadour still remained ; on one occasion the com-
mittee of the People's Party devoted much time to a
proposal that no decision should be adopted until
twenty-four hours had elapsed after a speech by
Stresemann, when the mysterious influence of his
persuasiveness had passed away, and the members
of the party had recovered their emotional balance.